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The Centre for Young Musicians (CYM) in
London is a vibrant, diverse and accessible
Saturday music school that gives school age
children a space in which to develop their
creative and expressive skills.
The CYM is a division of the Guildhall
School – named in the Top 10 world
performing arts institutions for 2016.
Based in Morley College, CYM is close to
the South Bank and Waterloo, and has
trained thousands of talented children over
more than forty-five years, many going on
to have successful careers in music.
Performance is at the heart of CYM and
with over ninety group activities taking
place each week students have access to
a unique range of styles and genres, all
in a safe, welcoming environment that
allows children to fulfil their potential and
achieve their personal musical ambitions.
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About us
Founded in 1970, the Centre for Young
Musicians (CYM) has provided high
quality progressive music training for
thousands of talented children from all
of London’s boroughs and beyond.
Many CYM students go on to careers
in music, but all benefit from the skills
gained in the vibrant, inclusive and
stimulating environment that CYM
provides.
CYM is based at Morley College, close
to Waterloo and the South Bank, and
since 2009 has been a division of the
internationally renowned Guildhall
School.
CYM Saturday Centre meets for 32 weeks
of the school year, with more than 430
young musicians aged 5 to 18 attending.
Each student follows an individual
programme of study across a range of
genres from classical to jazz, gamelan,
folk and music theatre. Many also create
their own music and songs.
CYM also manages the London Schools
Symphony Orchestra, London Schools
Chamber Orchestra and the London
Youth Wind Band (LSSO, LSCO, LYWB)
during school holiday periods. The CYM
Summer Music Course also takes place
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each year for junior and intermediate
level students and there are short courses
to support students taking Grade 5 theory
and GCSE music.
CYM is committed to providing
excellence in achievement alongside
wide access. The Saturday Centre is a
Centre for Advanced Training within
the Department for Education’s Music &
Dance Scheme, and also plays a part in
the Guildhall Young Artists progression
routes, from primary education right
through to graduate and post-graduate
studies in music.
CYM receives invaluable financial
support from the Foundation for Young
Musicians (FYM) and the Friends of
Centre for Young Musicians (FCYM).
CYM teaching staff are experienced
and respected performers and teachers
working in many areas of the music
profession and receive excellent support
from the administrative and pastoral
team.
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Instruments taught at CYM

Who can apply?
The CYM Saturday Centre is open to all
children aged between 8 and 18 years old
(19 if in gap year) who already sing or play
an instrument, or compose, and to children
aged 5 wishing to begin learning.

Courses
Full Programme
Places are offered after audition, based
on the applicant’s musical potential,
taking into account their age, experience
and prior access to musical education.
Students participate in a choir, a
supporting studies class, and where
appropriate, at least one instrumental
ensemble. They also have a 30 minute
one to one individual lesson on their
chosen instrument. Lessons can be
extended to 45 or 60 minutes when
appropriate, but at extra cost.
Students (other than 1st Study pianists)
may have their instrumental lessons
outside of CYM by arrangement with
their Head of Department.

Ensemble Only
Places are offered after audition, based
on the applicant’s musical potential,
taking into account their age, experience
and prior access to musical education.
Students participate in one or more
ensembles or classes. A charge is made
per ensemble attended.
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Strings: Violin, Viola*, Cello, Double
Bass*, Classical Guitar, Electric Guitar,
Bass Guitar, Lute, Harp.
Woodwind: Flute, Oboe*, Clarinet*,
Saxophone, Bassoon*, Mini Bassoon*.
Brass: French Horn*, Trumpet,
Trombone*, Tuba*, Cornet, Tenor Horn,
Baritone, Euphonium.
Others: Piano, Recorder, Percussion,
Harpsichord, Organ, Singing and
Composition.
*Endangered Species Instruments
Where space is available we may be
able to offer beginner lessons on the
above endangered species.

Prelude Strings
Places are offered after audition, based
on the applicant’s musical potential,
taking into account their age, experience
and prior access to musical education.
An afternoon ensemble (2.00pm –
3.30pm) for young string players at Grade
1 to 2 level. The focus is on ensemble
skills, learning to read music notation,
practical musicianship and consolidation
of good technique.

Primary Years Programme
A non-auditioned course for children
in School Year 1 (aged 5 on 1st September
in year of entry), who do not already play
an instrument. Students have a practical
musicianship class for one hour a week
and additionally from School Year 2, a
group instrumental lesson and ensemble.
See page 13 for details.

CYM Ensembles
Performance is at the heart of the Centre’s work with over 90 ensemble activities
each week. These include choirs, orchestras, Wind Band, Tango Band, Dance Band,
jazz ensembles, folk ensembles, Music Theatre, chamber music groups and smaller
departmental ensembles.
Ensembles are progressive, cover a range of musical styles, and work towards informal
performances at the end of each term. The highlights of the performing year are the
CYM Chamber Concert and Annual Showcase Concert at the end of the Spring Term.
Senior ensembles are frequently invited to take part in external performances in
venues such as the South Bank Centre, the Barbican Centre and the Royal Albert Hall.

Choirs*
All CYM students up to the end of Year 9 sing in one of the choirs. “Singing is the basis
of all music” (Alfred Brendel) and significantly contributes to musical development. A
wide range of musical styles is included and there are often opportunities for external
performances.

Supporting Studies*
These progressive classes are mostly
based around year groups and cover
essential elements of musical training
that compliment instrumental and
vocal tuition. They include ear training,
theory, history, composition and analysis.
Also included are more specific classes
such as Music Technology and Singer
Songwriting.

*In years 10-13 students are permitted to opt out
of choir and supporting studies if they so choose,
but the majority continue to take advantage of these
valuable opportunities.
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Jazz at CYM

Monitoring & reporting

There are excellent opportunities to study jazz and improvisation at the Saturday
Centre, including a number of progressive ensembles for all instrumentalists, a jazz
harmony class, CYM Dance Band and CYM Saxophone Ensemble.

It is expected that students will dedicate
regular time to practice during the
week in order to maintain a high level
of achievement in their studies. The
progress of all CYM students is carefully
monitored throughout their time at the
Centre. Heads of Department are kept
informed of work and frequently discuss
progress with students, tutors and parents
alike.

Folk at CYM
Two Folk Ensembles, run in partnership with the English Folk Dance and Song Society
and supported by The Brook Trust, take place on a Saturday afternoon. Junior Folk for students aged 11 – 14 years, playing at approximately grade 4 – 5 level, takes place
from 2.00pm – 3.00pm and Senior Folk - for students aged 15 – 18 years playing at
approximately grade 6 + standard takes place at 3.15 – 4.15pm.

Once a year tutors provide a written
report on each student which is
distributed to parents and funding bodies.

From time to time Heads of Department
will ask to hear students play in a
formal assessment and all students are
encouraged to perform in lunchtime
concerts and at other informal events
arranged at least once a term within
individual departments.
In the rare cases of students failing
to progress satisfactorily, Heads of
Department, tutors and other senior staff
will be involved in helping students to
resolve any difficulties they may face.

These ensembles are aimed at young people who play any instrument – strings,
wind, guitars, percussion, keyboard, etc. There may also be the opportunity to play
a traditional folk instrument as well.

External Examinations
Gamelan at CYM

ABRSM and Trinity London exams are held at the end of each term. Students can only
be entered when their teacher and Head of Department decide it is appropriate.

CYM, in partnership with the Southbank
Centre, has a Gamelan class held in the
Royal Festival Hall Gamelan Room.
The Gamelan is a traditional Javanese
percussion orchestra but participants
do not need to have experience in
percussion playing. Students learn
traditional music and also create their
own works.
The group takes part in performances at
the Southbank Centre during the year.

All students entering external examinations will be given help with aural and theory
requirements, and be provided with an accompanist when needed.

N.B. Both Folk and Gamelan
are available as Ensemble Only
(see pg. 8).

Lunchtime Activities & Visiting Artists
The majority of students will have free time between 1.00pm and 2.00pm to attend
a Lunchtime Activity. These can include aural classes leading up to exams, student
performances, and concerts and workshops given by visiting professional artists and
speakers. In February a Higher Education Fair takes place, offering advice to students
wishing to pursue a career in music.
Listening to, and taking part in performances is an essential part of the training in the
“performance art” of music. These activities are regarded as essential opportunities for
CYM students to enhance their learning experience, and students who have free time
are expected to attend at least four such events each term.
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Application process

Primary Years Programme

Application deadline is the 28th February for entry in the following September.

(PYP)

Open days are held towards the end of January and everyone is welcome to attend.
Places can be booked through the CYM office.

Open to children who are aged 5 before September entry, places are offered without
audition, on a first come, first served basis.

The deadline for applications is the 28th February for entry in the following September.
Late applications will be accepted but there may be a delay in issuing an audition time.

These classes encourage a life-long connection with the joy of making music. In Year
1, the musicianship classes introduce the simple skills necessary to develop the fine
muscle control needed to develop technical proficiency on an instrument. Singing,
rhythmic and movement activities encourage an individual’s instinctive sense of
connection between what they do with their hands, their voices, their eyes, their ears
and their intellect. This will form the initial steps of a progressive musical pathway
that could lead through their entire school lives and beyond.

Students should apply on their first study instrument. Auditions are held in March
and April each year* and are taken by the relevant Head of Department.
Applicants are asked to prepare around five minutes of contrasting music and should
choose pieces that they are familiar and confident with, rather than work in progress.
Applicants may be asked to play some scales, do some sight reading, and some
straightforward ear tests. Offers of places are sent out by the end of May each year.
*We do offer auditions at other times of the year if spaces are available.

From Year 2 children choose to learn strings, guitar or recorder and receive a group
lesson, play in an ensemble and continue with practical musicianship
This course runs in collaboration with the Kindergarten and String Training
Programme at the Junior Guildhall.
Full details are available on the CYM website and in a separate brochure.

Fees and bursaries
CYM strives to enable access to its programmes based on talent, not on ability to pay,
and encourages applications regardless of financial means.
The Centre works in partnership with other organisations to provide assistance with
fees as appropriate to individual cases. These include some London Music Hubs, the
Department for Education, the Guildhall School and the Centre’s supporting charity,
the Foundation for Young Musicians (FYM). Parents are required to pay the balance of
fees over and above any award.
Requests for bursary funding are normally considered after the offer of a place at the
Centre.
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Friends of CYM
(FCYM)
The Friends of CYM (FCYM) was formed in 1992 and is a registered charity which
supports all aspects of the work of CYM. The unique sense of community that is
generated at CYM has much to do with the involvement of parents and carers as FCYM
gives them the opportunity to express their views and volunteer help.
All parents and carers of pupils attending CYM automatically become members of this
organisation and are invited to help to further support their child at CYM by taking an
active part in the running of fund-raising activities and events throughout the year.

Foundation for Young Musicians
The Foundation for Young Musicians (FYM) is a registered charity (No: 100825) and
was set up in 1990 to raise funds for the Centre for Young Musicians, so that CYM
can continue to offer talented London school children first-class musical training and
education irrespective of ability to pay.
Over the years the Foundation has raised many millions of pounds for CYM, and every
year, it plays a vital role in providing financial support, both with running costs and
with projects.
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London Schools Symphony Orchestra
(LSSO)
Sponsored by the City of London Corporation, the LSSO presents three Barbican
concerts plus a summer tour every year. Courses run during the Christmas, Easter
and Summer holidays, comprising intensive rehearsals and coaching by London’s top
orchestral musicians.

CYM Holiday Courses
The Centre for Young Musicians organises a range of courses in the school holidays,
which are open to all of London’s young musicians regardless of attending CYM
during term time.
Details of all of the following courses can be found on the website or through the
CYM office.

Junior & Intermediate
Summer Music Courses
The Junior and Intermediate Summer Holiday Music Courses, held in late July, are
designed to provide students aged 7 – 18 with intensive yet enjoyable training to
develop both creative and instrumental/vocal skills. These are open access courses
with no audition required. They are led by CYM tutors supported by a pastoral team
engaged to ensure the wellbeing of all children involved.

London Youth Wind Band
(LYWB)
The LYWB was formed in 2003 as a companion ensemble to the LSSO providing
more opportunities for wind, brass and percussion players to work at the high musical
levels achieved by the orchestra and to perform in major venues and on tour.

London Schools Chamber Orchestra
(LSCO)
The LSCO is a “feeder” ensemble to the LSSO and meets at the Christmas and
Easter holidays.

The courses end with a showcase concert for families and friends during the afternoon
of the final day.

ABRSM Grade 5 Theory Booster Days
A booster day for musicians who are preparing for the ABRSM Grade 5 Theory
qualification. The course is usually held in the Easter break to prepare for the June
exam.
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The Guildhall School is provided
by the City of London as part
of its contribution to the cultural life
of London and the nation.

Charity Reg.No. 1000825

